
N.Sedgwick, November 2020 

 
LEARNING TOGETHER #4 
National City and Citrus 
 

In 2018 California was the # 1 citrus fruit producing state in America.  Citrus fruit includes lemons, 
limes, oranges and more.   

1. What 2 two cities near National City are known for growing lemons?  

You may have thought of Lemon Grove (due to their name) and Chula Vista (due to 
their annual Lemon Festival).   Both those cities do have a history of growing lemons 
and other citrus fruits to sell for the fruit or to make into juice.   

National City also used to citrus orchards to produce fruit for sale.  

Today, most of the land in National City and neighboring areas that was used to grow 
citrus has been paved over for homes, businesses and roads.  California continues to 
produce the majority of lemons grown in America, but they no longer come from this 
area. 

Eastern National City in 1928: 
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Workers packing up lemons: 

 

National City also grew olives: 
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2. One reason citrus fruit, olives and other agricultural products stopped being grown in 
National City and the surrounding areas had to do with Sweetwater River Dam being 
built.  Why would that harm fruit production? 
 
Jot down some ideas (answer at the end): 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do you know what a lemon tree looks like?  See the picture below.  The next time you 
are out walking in your neighborhood be on the look-out for lemon trees!! 

 
Source: Arizona Daily Star 

 
 
 
Answer to Sweetwater Dam question:  Before the Sweetwater River Dam was built to create the Sweetwater 
Reservoir the river water continued to flow through the South Bay area and good be used to irrigate the trees.  

 
 
 
Much of the information and the pictures for this lesson were taken from “National City in Pictures” by Steven Schoenherr. 


